No OTA in fresh cocoa beans.
The presence of ochratoxin A (OTA) in cocoa and chocolates has been reported. There is no previously published data available on the source and development of OTA producing moulds and OTA itself in cocoa,i.e. where the mycotoxin enters the cocoa supply chain.A selection of fresh and undamaged cocoa pods from various growing regions was examined for mycotoxin OTA content. In addition, a small selection of damaged or mouldy cocoa pods was included in the examination. It was shown that the ripening phase of healthy cocoa pods from the tree up to being harvested was not a critical period for the occurrence of the mycotoxin OTA. The mycotoxin OTA was not detectable in any of the analysed cocoa pods.